	THREE RELIGIONS ORIGINATING IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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	Judaism
	Christianity
	Islam

	Followers are Called
	Jews
	Christians
	

	Person who Initiated
	Abraham
	Jesus
	

	When started (approx.)
	VERY approximate:

2000 BC
	(Approx.) 30 AD
	

	Where started
	Where Israel is today
	Jerusalem
	

	Monotheistic - Believe

in only one God
	Yes, the world’s first
	Yes
	

	Name for God
	Yahweh 
	God
	

	Holy text
	Torah (Talmud-not sacred)
	Bible (Old and New Testaments)
	

	Belief in prophets of

Old Testament/Torah
	Yes, including Abraham, Moses, and others
	Yes, including Abraham, Moses, and others
	

	Holy place (s)
	Jerusalem
	Jerusalem
	

	Building for worship
	Synagogue, temple
	Church, cathedral
	

	Day of worship
	Sabbath: sundown Fri through sundown Sat
	Sunday
	

	Most
important holidays
	Rosh Hashanah
Yom Kippur

Passover
	Easter, Christmas
	

	Worship service leaders are called
	Rabbi 
	Pastor, Priest 
	

	Branches/Groups within
	1. Orthodox (most strict interpretation of Torah)

2. Conservative

3. Reform
	1. Roman Catholic,

2. Eastern Orthodox Groups

3. Protestant Groups


	

	Belief about Jesus
	A religious teacher (only)
	the Son of God
	

	Dietary restrictions
	no pork, shellfish
	Some fasting for Lent
	


