Religions of Asia Criteria Organizer – ANSWER KEY
	
	Buddhism
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	Hinduism
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	Islam
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	Shintoism
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	Confucianism
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	Origins
	Person:  Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha) 
Date: 520 BCE, NE India.
	Person:

Unknown
Date:
Ancient times - unknown
	Person:

Muhammad 
Date:
622 CE, Saudi Arabia
	Person:

Indigenous religion of Japan - Unknown.
Date:
Ancient, unknown
	Person: Founded by Confucius 
Date:
551–479 BCE, China

	Adherents
	Approx. # Followers:

360 million
Followers are called:

Buddhists
	Approx. # Followers:

900 million
Followers are called:

Hindus
	Approx. # Followers:

1.3 billion (Sunni: 940 million)
Followers are called:

Muslims
	Approx. # Followers:

3-4 million
Followers are called:

Shinto
	Approx. # Followers:

5-6 million
Followers are called:

Confucians or Confucianists

	Views
	God(s): It Varies: Theravada Buddhists are atheistic; Mahayana Buddhists more polytheistic. 
Universe:  Buddha taught nothing is permanent.

	God(s):

One Supreme Reality (Brahman) manifested in many gods and goddesses
Universe:

Beliefs vary
	God(s):

One God (Allah in Arabic)
Universe:

Submit to Allah to avoid hell.
	God(s):

Polytheism based on the kami, ancient gods or spirits.
Universe:

People are generally good.  Evil spirits cause negativity.
	God(s):

Not addressed
Universe:

Not addressed


	Life’s Purpose
	Purpose is to avoid suffering and gain enlightenment and release from cycle of rebirth, or at least attain a better rebirth by gaining merit.
	Humans are in bondage to ignorance and illusion, but are able to escape. Purpose is to gain release from rebirth, or at least a better rebirth.
	Humans must submit (Islam) to the will of God to gain Paradise after death.
	Humans are pure by nature and can keep away evil through purification rituals and attain good things by calling on the kami.
	Purpose of life is to fulfill one's role in society with propriety, honor, and loyalty.

	Afterlife
	Reincarnation (understood differently than in Hinduism, with no surviving soul) until gain enlightenment
	Reincarnation until gain enlightenment.
	Paradise or Hell.
	Death is bad and impure. Some humans become kami after death.
	Not addressed


	General Practices
	Meditation, mantras, devotion to deities (in some sects), mandalas (Tibetan)
	Yoga, meditation, worship (puja), devotion to a god or goddess, pilgrimage to holy cities, live according to one's dharma (purpose/ role).
	Five Pillars: Faith, Prayer, Alms, Pilgrimage, Fasting. Mosque services on Fridays. Ablutions before prayer. No alcohol or pork. Holidays related to the pilgrimage and fast of Ramadan.
	Worship and offerings to kami at shrines and at home. Purification rituals.
	Honesty, politeness, propriety, humaneness, perform correct role in society, loyalty to family, nation

	Holy Text(s)
	Tripitaka (Pali Canon); Mahayana sutras like the Lotus Sutra; Tibetan Book of the Dead
	The Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita.
	Qur'an (Scripture); Hadith (tradition)
	Important texts are Kojiki or 'Records of Ancient Matters' and Nihon-gi or 'Chronicles of Japan'
	Analects


