Name: __________________________
Date: ________________
Period #: ____
Seven Daughters and Seven Sons Homework Due Date: Wednesday 05/12/10 – ANSWER KEY
A.  Use a dictionary or a thesaurus to find useful meanings of the following words and then write them down.  An example has been done for you.

· Paltry – small and worthless
· Afflicted - distressed
· Condescension – a patronizing manner
· Smidgen – a small amount
· Melancholy - sad
· Customary - usual
· Abominations – disgusting things
· Complacently – smugly (self-satisfied)
· Flabbergasted - astonished
· Kismet – eg: fate
· Patronizingly - snobbishly
· Naiveté – childish, unsophisticated ways
· Resounded - reverberated
· Predicament – difficult situation
· Charlatan – fake (fraud)
B.  Describe who the following characters are.  An example has been done for you.

· Abu al-Banat – eg: Buran’s father
· Ali – Buran’s second oldest cousin
· Buran – The narrator of Parts 1 and 3 and the main character of the story
· Zaynab – One of Buran’s sisters, the one who will take her place with her father while Buran is away.
· Jihha – Buran/Nasir’s partner in business
· Darirah – Buran’s youngest sister and the one to which she was unable to say goodbye.
· Gindar – The leader of the camel caravan
· Uthman – A friend of Mahmud.  Uthman’s father is a wealthy merchant who sells jewels to the Wali of Tyre.
· Amin – A friend of Mahmud.  The person who introduces Mahmud and Nasir.
· Hassan – The cousin Buran first loves the most and dreams of marrying.
· Mahmud – The Prince of Tyre, Buran’s best friend, and the man she loves.
· Abu Sinan – Gindar’s assistant on the caravan
· Fatima – Buran’s oldest sister – said to be the most beautiful of all the sisters
· Salih – Buran’s servant, he accompanies her on the trip home
· Nasir – The name Buran gives herself to act as a male merchant
C.  Describe the difference between a simile and a metaphor and give two examples of each from the novel.

Simile – A figure of speech that draws a comparison between 2 different things containing “like” or “as”.
1. You look like a wild man.
2.  My name was as common as sand.
Metaphor – A figure of speech or symbolism and does not literally represent real things.
1.  I felt my bones turn to milk.
2. A wave of regret washed over me.
D.  Identify the narrator

Part 1 - Buran
Part 2 - Mahmud
Part 3 - Buran
