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Course Description:  The seventh grade TAG Social Studies class is a differentiated course specifically designed to provide the basic curriculum to identified gifted students in the regular classroom, adjusting the rate and depth of their learning and using a variety of appropriate teaching methods. 

 

 The curriculum includes the physical and cultural geography of the Middle East, Africa, and Asia.  For each of these world regions, we will focus on essential features of the following:  the area’s geographic and cultural characteristics, its historic development, and the major political and economic systems found there. In addition to the curriculum, TAG classes incorporate the Talented and Gifted Standards.
Course Outline: 

1st semester: 
The Middle East, Africa


 






2nd Semester: 
Africa continued, Asia

Textbook:
People, Places, and Change: Eastern Hemisphere;  Holt                Replacement Cost:  $43.50
Communication: The website www.msbeardsclass.com provides a daily account of classwork and homework assignments, as well as upcoming due dates and assessment dates.  The River Trail homepage and weekly newsletter also offer valuable information about various events and opportunities available at our school. Student grade reports will go home every four and one-half weeks.  Parents may contact me through e-mail linked from the school website staff page or directly at beardj@fultonschools.org .  Conferences and written notes are additional avenues for parent/teacher communication.  
Grading Scale: 

The Fulton County Academic Grading Scale will be used and is as follows:
[image: image2.jpg]


A

90 and above

B

80-89

C

70-79

F

69 and below

Grading Policy:  Final grades will be a weighted average of all grades earned during the grading period.  Weights are as follows:

Major Assessments: Tests/Major Performance Tasks, Major Projects 


45%


Minor Assessments: Quizzes/ Lesser Performance Tasks, Lesser Projects

30%


Classwork/ Class Participation: 

Activities, Assignments, Warmups, Materials Checks, and Participation
20%

Homework: Activities and Assignments





5%


Graded tests and rubrics are kept on file in the classroom for parent perusal upon request.
Recovery Policy:  Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a failing cumulative grade will be provided when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements, including attendance. The student, not the teacher, is responsible for initiating this process.  Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Absence Policy: As noted in the Student Agenda, it is the student’s sole responsibility to initiate all make-up work for excused absences. The website www.msbeardsclass.com provides a daily account of classwork and homework assignments, and students should access this site from home to find out what they missed on days absent. Students will be given the same amount of time to make up any work as the amount of time they were absent. Work not returned within that timeframe will be treated as late work. Tests and Quizzes missed due to an excused absence may be made up before school by appointment.  
Help Sessions: For any students interested in receiving extra help, I am available Monday and Wednesday mornings at 7:45.  
Classwork/Homework/Late Work Policy:  Homework is an enrichment and extension of the classroom and will be used for that purpose.  Homework assignments should be recorded by the student in the Student Agenda. In order to earn full credit, assignments should be completed on time and turned in with the student’s name in the top left margin at the beginning of the class during which the assignment is due. Late work will receive a reduced grade of 50% of the earned score.  It is the student’s responsibility to remember to turn in late work, a grade of 0 will be assigned until work is turned in.  Rubrics will be provided for projects.  Late project grades will be reduced by 10% for each day late. 
Please take advantage of Fulton County’s Homework Hotline at 404-843-7700. 

Two more details about turning in work:  first, all answers should be written in complete sentences unless otherwise noted; and second, students do not have to copy out questions unless specifically directed to do so.
Behavior Expectations:  
I have high expectations for classroom behavior; it is not fair for any student to disrupt the learning of others. Find a complete list of expectations in the Student Agenda. Rules ensure that everyone is treated with respect so that the classroom is a safe environment for students to learn.
Required daily supplies: 
textbook with book cover
Student Agenda
2 spiral notebooks (1 subject, 70 sheets, college ruled)





pen and pencil


flash drive




glue stick


highlighter(s)
Wish List for Classroom Donations:  
disinfecting wipes





boxes of tissues 






hand sanitizer 





spray cleaner






glue sticks

CRCT Information from 2010-11 School Year:

	6th

SS Grade
	CRCT: Total

10-11 Score SS
	CRCT: 6th

Grade Level
	History

20%
	Geography

35%
	Civics

20%
	Economics

25%

	_________
	_________


	_________
	_________
	_________
	_________
	_________


Turn this page in on Tuesday. Keep the Syllabus page in your Interactive Social Studies Notebook.

This completed signature page for your syllabus is due tomorrow and will be counted as your first homework grade.  Classroom donations of two items from my wish list will earn you one point of extra credit on this assignment.
This page will be kept on file in the classroom.
Please sign and return to Ms. Beard.  Your signature indicates that you have read and understand the syllabus and that you agree to abide by these requirements.

Student: I have read this classroom syllabus and discipline plan and understand it. I will discuss it with my parent(s) and honor it while in Ms. Beard’s classroom.

Print Name____________________________________________

Signature _____________________________________________

Parent(s): My child has discussed this syllabus and discipline plan with me. I understand it and will support it while my child is in Ms. Beard’s class.


Print name____________________________________________

Signature(s) __________________________________________

Email Address_________________________________________

Preferred Phone Number ________________________________


Students not maintaining an 80 or above 


in a TAG class will be subject to academic 


probation for that class.  








