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TAG Performance Task

The Economies of The Middle East

Name: __________________________________

Period #: _______

Imagine that you are an economist with expertise on the economies of Middle Eastern countries.  You have been asked to make a presentation to the United Nations Economic and Social Council regarding the current state of the economies of Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey.  You need to convince the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Council that the economies of the countries of the Middle East can remain stable as the amount of petroleum (a nonrenewable resource) continues to decline.  Your goal is to explain to the members of the United Nations Economic and Social council how the countries of the Middle East can transition from a reliance on petroleum to a more sustainable good or service.  The challenge involves explaining the current economic situation as well as creating a plan the Middle Eastern countries can follow to prevent an economic collapse once the petroleum is used up.

You will create a Power Point Presentation in order to educate the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Council about the current state of the economies in the Middle East in order to explain how a smooth transition can be made from reliance on oil into investment in other products (goods and/or services).  

Your Power Point Presentation must include accurate information and meet the following standards.  You must include a section comparing and contrasting the economic systems of Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey.  You must explain the role of oil in each of the three economies, including the impact of running out of oil.  You must explain the primary function of OPEC and include examples of how OPEC accomplishes its primary function.  You must explain the relationships between investment in capital (factories, machinery, and technology), human capital (education and training) and gross domestic product (GDP).  Don’t forget to discuss how specialization encourages trade between countries!  Lastly, you must conclude your Power Point Presentation with a clear specialization plan for all three countries and show how your plan benefits the economies of all three countries.  Read the rubric thoroughly and do your best work! 
