[image: image1.png]




7th Grade Social Studies
Syllabus School Year 2011-2012
Ms. Beard, D119
Email:  beardj@fultonschools.org 
Website: www.msbeardsclass.com
Text book: People, Places, and Change: Eastern Hemisphere Holt  

Replacement Cost: $43.50

Definition: 

“Social Studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote civic competence.  Within the school program, social studies provides coordinated, systemic study drawing upon many disciplines.  The primary purpose of social studies is to help young people develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public goods as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.”

Content and Skills:

The emphasis in seventh grades is on the study of selected regions in Africa, the Middle East and Asia.  Each unit focuses on the following perspectives:

· Geographic Overview

· Historic Development

· People and Culture

· Political Systems

· Economic Systems

Through this study, students will acquire map and globe skills, time and chronology skills, information processing skills, and decision-making/problem solving skills.

Materials for Class: 

Students are expected to come to class prepared everyday with the following:

· Interactive Social Studies Notebook
· Homework or Classwork given

· Textbook (when requested)
· Glue Stick
· Pen or Pencil

· Student Agenda

You will be considered not prepared for class if you do not bring the above with you everyday.
Needed Supplies:
· Pen or Pencil
· 2 Spiral Notebooks (70 sheet, 1 subject, college ruled)
· Book Cover

· Glue Sticks

· Flash Drive

· Highlighter(s)- any color

· Colored Pencils
Grading Policy:  
Grades will be determined using the Fulton County Academic Grading Scale listed below with a Grading Policy using a cumulative/weighted point system and based on the following:

Classwork/Class Participation
25%


Grading Scale:
Homework


  5%


A 100-90
Major Assessments

40%


B 89-80
Minor Assessments

30%


C 79-70
Total



100%


Below 70 Failing
All major grades: tests, quizzes, and projects will be kept on file in the classroom.
Late Work Policy:  

All assignments missed will be assigned a grade of zero until they are made up at which time 50% of the earned grade will be assigned.

It is the responsibility of the STUDENT to see that any late work is turned in to the teacher.
Make-up Work- related to an excused absence:

Upon returning to school following an absence, it is a student's responsibility to contact the teacher or teachers to request make-up work. The contact should be made on the day the student returns to school unless the teacher allows a longer time.
Make-up work must be completed by the student within the time specified by the teacher. (Students will be given the number of days absent to make up work provided that the absence is excused, if it is not made up within that time the assignment will be treated as late work). 

Tests and Quizzes missed due to an excused absence may be made up before or after school by appointment.  The student will be given ONE WEEK from the date of return to school to make up the test or quiz.  If the test or quiz is not made up within one week, the test or quiz will be treated under the late work policy.
Projects missed due an excused absence need to be turned in when the student returns.  If the student was absent for an extended period of time, the student will have the number of days absent to complete the project. If it is not completed within these guidelines it will be treated as a late assignment under the late work policy.
Recovery Process:

Directly from the Board policy on Grading and Reporting Provision for Improving Grades:

“1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. 

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.”
Help Sessions:  
Social studies tutoring will be available on Monday and Wednesday mornings at 7:45 a.m.  Students MUST get a pass from me prior to attending a tutoring session.  Additional help sessions will be offered by appointment only.  Appointments can be scheduled as needed, with adequate (minimum 24-hr) notice to the teacher.  Teacher availability will be determined by duty coverage and scheduled meetings.
Wish List:
· Colored Copy Paper

· Dry erase markers

· Paper Towels
· Glue Sticks

· Boxes of Kleenex

· Hand Sanitizer
· Disinfecting Wipes
Student Expectations: 

1. Follow directions the FIRST time they are given.  Ask questions if you are unsure.

2. Be in class on time with ALL needed materials.

3. Enter the room QUIETLY and BE SEATED in your assigned seat.

4. Respect yourself and others:

· Keep hands, feet, and other belongings to yourself; If something doesn’t belong to YOU, please don’t touch it!

· LISTEN when another person is speaking; WAIT until the speaker is finished to question or comment.
· Interact with peers and teachers appropriately.

5. Use appropriate language:

· No profanity

· Keep tone of voice LOW

· Keep attitude positive

6. Keep focused on the task at hand.  Complete assignments at the time they are given.

· Wait quietly if the teacher is busy

· Raise your hand to speak or ask a question

· Raise your hand to get out of your seat
These rules are here to ensure that everyone is treated with respect so that the classroom is a safe environment for students to learn.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. The best method to reach me is by email: beardj@fultonschools.org. I will get back to you within 24 hours.
I look forward to a successful year!
This page will be kept on file in the classroom.




Please sign and return to Ms. Beard.  Your signature indicates that you have read and understand the syllabus and that you agree to abide by these requirements.

Student: I have read this classroom syllabus and discipline plan and understand it. I will discuss it with my parent(s) and honor it while in room D119.
Print Name____________________________________________
Signature _____________________________________________

Parent(s): My child has discussed this syllabus and discipline plan with me. I understand it and will support it while my child is in Ms. Beard’s class.
Print Name____________________________________________
Signature _____________________________________________
Student Name_____________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________

Phone # _________________________________________________________

Parents:

Mother’s Name ____________________   Father’s Name __________________

H Phone_______________________
    H Phone ______________________

W Phone ______________________
    W Phone ______________________

C Phone _______________________
    C Phone ______________________

Email __________________________
    Email _________________________

Student lives with __________________________

Dismissal: 

Bus # _______

PPU ___

Walk ___

Bike ___
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Student Name: ____________________


6th Grade SS Grade: _______________


CRCT 6th Grade SS Score: ____________


CRCT 6th Grade Level:  ____________


CRCT 6th Grade History Strand: _________


CRCT 6th Grade Geography Strand: _________


CRCT 6th Grade Civics Strand: _______


CRCT 6th Grade Economics Strand: _______








