Politics and Standard of Living
 

standard of living - A level of material comfort as measured by the goods, services, and luxuries available to an individual, group, or nation.
 

Political ________________ - is the existence of a situation where a 
nation’s ______________________ may be likely to fall or change due to
such forces as frequent _____________, civil ________, ____________

violence, and the willingness of the people to _______________ a change of 
governments.

 

Gender and Education
 

Poverty, cultural and religious traditions, and gender affect access to education in Kenya, Sudan, and other African nations. Poor families may not be able to afford to send their children to school, and when they can afford to send some but not all of them, cultural and/or religious traditions often lead families to educate their boys, but not girls. This causes the rates of girls’ education to be lower than that of boys. Also, typically the more free and democratic a nations is, the higher the rates of education are, but this does not always hold true.
 

Reasons for Africa’s Political Instability since Independence
Since ___________________, African nations have frequently been 
hurt by _______________, corruption, _______________, and authoritarianism. Until 
recently, few ___________ in Africa were able to keep democratic _________________, 
instead cycling through a series of brutal _________ and military _________________.
Many of Africa's post-colonial political _______________ were very poorly ____________

or untrained in how to ______________, which led to _______________ governments, 
easily overthrown. Others were _______________ and dictatorial, outlawing opposition 
immediately upon assuming office, and ___________________ the American- or European-
style constitutions and ____________________.  Young democracies quickly fell to selfish 
and corrupt ______________ who cared little for their people.  

Another overwhelming problem faced by newly independent African nations was and is poverty. People, unable to earn a living and feed their families, have often turned to leaders who promised them what they need.  In many countries, the military was seen as being the only group that could effectively maintain order. Military leaders usually become dictators, and in most cases these dictators and their supporters grew wealthy from corrupt dealings, while the people they promised to protect starved. As well, many leaders used the positions of power to re-ignite old tribal conflicts, which had been suppressed under colonial rule.
  Although the situation seems to be slowly ______________, many African nations still 
remain politically ________________. Nations with unstable governments do not attract 
investment in ____________________  industries whose finished products would be more
profitable than ____ _____________ sales. The continued _______________ thus remains, 
making governments vulnerable to political _______________ including civil wars military
____________, sometimes caused also by a government favoring one ethnic group over others 
in the disribution of any _______________ that are available. Lack of investment and corrupt 
____________________ governments keep African populations poor, meaning people stay 
willing to support governmental ______________ including rebellions. 
 

Poor or corrupt governments don't improve infrastructure such as education and health care, which are the keys to combating the AIDS crisis in Africa. Violence in African nations such as civil wars, insurrections, and other political violence contributes to famines by causing farmers to flee their homes and fields and become refugees, as well as the destruction of crops caused by fighting when it rages across cropland.
 

