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Reading Comprehension Questions 

Part Two, Pages 81-137
1.  Describe the narrator for Part Two.
2.  Describe one advantage to the reader of having a second narrator.  Why do you think the author uses this technique?
3.  Besides using a different first person narrator, the author of this book also uses a different time sequence in which to relate the story – flashback.  Reread the introduction to Part Two.  Who is telling the story, to whom, and when is it being told?
4.  How do Nasir and Mahmud first meet?  Who introduces them?
5.  Describe Amin and Uthman.  What is each man’s relationship to Mahmud?
6.  Where do Amin and Uthman want to take Nasir that (s)he refuses to go?  Why does (s)he refuse to go?
7.  How does Mahmud first come to think that Nasir is a woman?
8.  What are some of the reasons that Amin and Uthman give to Mahmud for why they feel that Nasir/Buran is or is not a woman?
9.  What test do Amin and Uthman give to Nasir to try to prove that (s)he is a woman?  What are the results?
10.  At the end of Part Two, Nasir leaves Mahmud with a message through his servant.  “I came for a purpose, and I left for a reason”.  Explain this riddle.
