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Reading Comprehension Questions 

Part Three, Pages 139-220 – ANSWER KEY
1.  Who is the narrator of Part Three?
Buran is again the narrator of Part 3.  She begins part 3 by going back in time a little bit to tell her perspective of what happened in Part 2.  It is valuable to the reader to rehear some of what happened in Part 2 from Buran’s perspective because we learn some surprising things about the “accident” and the three “tests”.
2.  What reason does Buran give for leaving Tyre without telling Prince Mahmud the truth?
Buran explains that if she tells Prince Mahmud the truth about her gender, Mahmud would hate her for her lies and deceit.  Once Mahmud knew the truth, their special friendship would be over.  Buran knew that Mahmud would feel like he had been made a fool of if he was to discover or be told the truth and Mahmud would not like that very much. Mahmud could not love Buran if he discovers that she has been lying to him so Buran decides not to tell him the truth but to leave him a message instead which lets him know the truth after she is gone.
3.  What accident does Nasir describe at the beginning of Part Three?  What does she suspect has caused the accident?
At the beginning of Part 3, Buran describes the accident Nasir has while horseback riding with Mahmud, Uthman, and Amin.  Buran realizes that Amin was to blame for the accident.  This is because Amin pulled out one of the nails in her horse’s shoe.  The missing nail caused the horse to throw a shoe, which caused the animal to trip and throw Nasir off the back of the horse.  Amin pulled the nail because he was trying to kill Nasir.  Amin was very jealous of Nasir’s friendship with Mahmud because this friendship took the place of Amin’s friendship with Mahmud.  Amin threatened Nasir by saying “accidents come in threes” and “you may not be so lucky next time”.
4.  Describe Nasir’s second trip to the tailor before she leaves Tyre.  What does (s)he purchase?
Nasir goes to the tailor to commission the making of an expensive silk outfit with a heavy veil to wear as she leaves town.  She is buying women’s clothes instead of men’s clothes this time.  Buran did not have to haggle over every copper at the tailor this time as she had last time when she bought her men’s clothes.  p. 154
5.  Who does Buran “meet” while in Alexandria?  How has he fallen on hard times?  In what way does she leave her “mark” on him before she leaves?
While in Alexandria Buran meets Hassan.  Hassan is the cook shop waiter who delivers her food to her in her hotel room in Alexandria.  Hassan has fallen on hard times because he has been spending all the money he should have been sending home or spending on merchandise on gambling debts or entertaining his friends.  Soon it was all gone – shop, merchandise, fine clothes, jewels, servants, women, friends, and all.  Hassan cannot go home out of shame and embarrassment.  Buran sees an opportunity for revenge.  She offers Hassan 100 dinars if he will tattoo a “B” over his heart to remind him to have gratitude for her everyday for her charity.  Hassan hesitates to agree to this so Buran offers him 200 dinars and he accepts her offer.    pp. 165-166
6.  How and where does Buran “meet” Hassan’s brother?  How many of Hassan’s brothers does Buran leave money and a mark on before returning home?
After Buran leaves Alexandria, she goes to the island of Cyprus.  Once in Cyprus, she realizes she needs more women’s clothing.  She goes to the shop in Cyprus where the best weaving is done and begins looking at fabrics to have clothing made.  After some time passes she realizes the boy serving her and bringing bolts of fabric for her to look at is her cousin Ali, the second born cousin of her uncle.  Ali willingly gets the “B” tattoo for only 100 dinars.  Over time, Buran visits all 7 of her cousins and they each end up bearing Buran’s mark to show their gratitude to her for giving them so much money between 100-150-200 dinars.
7.  Approximately how long does Buran travel after leaving Mahmud in Tyre before she goes home?
Buran mentions that she travels around for approximately 6 months after leaving Tyre before she goes home.  She mentions that she earns more money in the 6 months she spends traveling to find all of her cousins than she did for the entire 2 years she spent trading in Tyre.
8.  What explanation does Buran give her parents for why she never wrote them after leaving Tyre?  How were they supposed to know that she was okay?
Buran explains that she never wrote her parents after she left because she was afraid her identity would be discovered.  Nobody in Tyre could discover her identity and messages could be dangerous for Buran so she chose not to send any messages.  Buran just sent money knowing that her family would understand it was coming from her so therefore her family would have to assume that as long as they were receiving money, it would mean that Buran must be okay.
9.  What clever trick does Buran use to get out of agreeing to marry her cousins?  If Buran dies unmarried, to whom does her fortune go?
Buran does use a clever trick to get out of marrying her cousins.  When she encountered her cousins on her travels, she would bail them out of their troubles by giving them money with the condition that they get a “B” tattoo over their heart to always remember her generosity.  Buran tells her mother and father that she will marry one of her cousins if they can meet one condition.  Buran explains that she won’t marry a man who bears a tattoo because she is afraid of marrying a man who belongs to someone else.  Buran explains that tattoo marks disgust her and she believes she is in a position not to marry a man who disgusts her.
If Buran dies unmarried, her fortune will pass on to her sisters’ children, which Buran’s rich uncle considers to be out of “his family” even though it will still be in Buran’s family.
10.  How does Mahmud eventually find Buran?
Mahmud explains that he followed Buran to Alexandria but he got there a few hours after Buran left.  Since Buran had done a lot of business in Alexandria before she left and Mahmud discovers that she is headed to Cyprus next.  On the way to Cyprus, his ship began leaking.  Mahmud encountered many hardships as he searched for Buran for many months.  Mahmud lost Buran’s trail and wandered around looking for her aimlessly.  Mahmud finally heard Buran’s story from a random merchant in Iconuim.  The merchant told Mahmud that Buran is one of seven daughters and her cousins of seven sons and all from Baghdad.  It was because of the story that Mahmud found Buran so quickly.
