	Country

	Location
	Climate
	Physical Characteristics
	Natural Resources
	Population

	Afghanistan
	East of Iran
	Steppe
Highland
	Mountainous
Desert
	Gold, Coal, other minerals, hydroelectric power
	3 people per sq. mile
25 people per sq. mile

130 people per sq. mile

	Iran
	East of Iraq
	Desert
Steppe

Mediterranean
	Mountains
Desert

Plateau
	Hydroelectric power, oil, coal, natural gas, other minerals
	0 people per sq. mile
25 people per sq. mile

130 people per sq. mile

520 people per sq. mile

	Israel
	West of Jordan
	Desert
Mediterranean
	Desert
	Other minerals
	3 people per sq. mile
More than 520 people per sq. mile

	Saudi Arabia
	North of Yemen
	Desert 
Steppe
	Desert 
Mountains
	Natural gas, gold, oil
	0 people per sq. mile
3 people per sq. mile

25 people per sq. mile

130 people per sq. mile

520 people per sq. mile

	Turkey
	South of Black Sea
	Steppe
Mediterranean
	Plateau
Mountains
	Hydroelectric power, oil, other minerals
	25 people per sq. mile
130 people per sq. mile

520 people per sq. mile

	Iraq
	North-East of Saudi Arabia
	Desert
Steppe

Mediterranean
	Plateau
Mountain
	Oil, natural gas, hydroelectric power
	25 people per sq. mile

250 people per sq. mile
520 people per sq. mile


Using the maps on p.73-77 of your textbook, complete the chart.

After completing the chart, answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. How does a country’s location affect its trade, agriculture, and industry?  Access to port cities and bodies of water allow for international trade.  Access to freshwater resources such as rivers and aquifers allow for irrigation and agriculture.  A location near a pool of oil or another natural resource allow for industry and jobs.
2. How has the overall climate in the Middle East affected its development and agriculture?  The climate in the Middle East is hot and dry.  Because of this, agriculture requires a lot of irrigation which uses up a large amount of freshwater resources.  This contributes to the water scarcity crisis in the Middle East.  A lack of freshwater resources impedes a country’s ability to farm.  Climate does not affect access to oil and other natural resources.  However, the dry climate does affect nomadic herding in the region due to limited vegetation and freshwater resources.
3. How has the distribution of natural resources affected the development of Middle Eastern countries?  Countries in the Middle East with natural resources such as oil are wealthy and have been able to modernize their cities and schools because of the wealth gained from natural resources.  However, countries who do not have natural resources such as oil remain poor and have a low standard of living.
4. How does the region’s physical geography affect its population distribution?  People in the Middle East must live near freshwater resources and places of industry.  Most of the population live near desalination plants, rivers, aquifers, and/or oil refineries for jobs.
