Understanding World Religions

What is Christianity?
VHS 230 WHA
Practiced by about 1._______ billion people, Christianity is the world’s largest religion.

Jesus was born a Jew and raised according to 2. _________________ tradition.  He later became know as a healer of the sick and teacher.

Jesus believed in only one god called 3. ______________________.  He drew some devoted followers called disciples.

Later many of his followers reported seeing him alive.  They believed that God raised Jesus from the dead, an event they called the 4. _____________________.  Believing in his resurrection, his followers were convinced that Jesus was the 5._________________.

In the Greek language, Messiah means 6.___________________.

In the year 313, the roman emperor 7. ______________________ declared an end to the persecution.

In 1054, the Christian church split into the 8. ____________________ church in the west and the Eastern 9. ______________________ in the east.

In 1517, the Catholic Church was challenged by a monk named 10. ________________. This protest for reform helped launch the Protestant Reformation.

How many churches were born out of the protestant reformation? 11.________
One difference between Catholic and Protestant beliefs is the structure of religious 12._____________________.  

Beliefs

Almost all Christians hold the same 13. ________________.

The 14. _____________ beliefs of Christianity are found in one place, the Bible.  The Bible is a collection of 15. ________________ writings written over 1500 years. It combines 2 religions.

Sacred writings

There are 16. _____________ parts of the Bible, the old testament and the New Testament.

Spiritual Places

17. _______________ were built to show the glory of God.  The main meeting place is the sanctuary.

There are many different traditions of Christianity and therefore many different places of 18. ____________________.

Orthodox churches are often built with towers topped by 19. ____________________, called onion domes. The Kremlin used to be an Eastern Orthodox Church.
Practices
Holy Communion celebrates Jesus’ death and 20. ______________________ and strengthens the bond of people of his church.

Traditions
Many Christians observe special 21. __________________ when they attend religious services.

Christianity is one of many religions where seriousness and 22. ________________ can go hand in hand.

Holidays

Christmas celebrates the 23. _______________ of Christ.

The tradition of 24. ____________________ goes back to the New Testament account that says Wise men came and gave him gifts.

The celebration of 25.____________________ marks the death of Jesus.  Easter Sunday marks the day of Resurrection.

Answers

1. 2

2. Jewish

3. monotheism

4. resurrection

5. Messiah

6. Christ

7. Constantine

8. Catholic

9. Orthodox

10. Martin Luther

11. 5

12. authority

13. beliefs

14. basic

15. sacred

16. two
17. churches

18. worship

19. domes

20. resurrection

21. traditions

22. celebration

23. birth

24. gift giving

25. Easter

