The Mao Zedong Mess of 1950 – 1976

Communist Theory and Communist Reality (Background)
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In industrialized Europe, some European thinkers, including Karl Marx, saw an enormous contrast between the super rich factory owners and the hard work for little pay of the factory workers. These thinkers came to believe that, in the economic evolution of the future, the workers would revolt against the owners and create a new economic world.  


Marx and others developed the theory of communism in which, eventually, everyone would work at what they were best at would get everything they needed to live, there would be no poverty, and everybody would be equal. They also thought that people should kick-start the worker revolution, and, to speed the process up, should form a government to take over all the land and industries that the rich people had owned.  They would then redistribute the wealth, and everyone would work happily and everyone would be equal, and eventually the need for a government would disappear.
[image: image2.wmf]In nations that adopted communist economics, the need for government never withered away. Instead, practically the opposite happened. Because the communist idea for society ignored basic human nature, the governments actually took more and more control over the people, who got unhappier and unhappier, so the governments had to keep even more control over the people to stay in power.  So the governments over the communist economies ended up controlling all of the land and industries, never giving the control back to the people, and the governments became very authoritarian, and many even turned into police states.

Modern China

By the end of the 19th century (the 1800s), European foreign involvement had robbed China of many resources and trade revenues. Furthermore, the opium drug brought in by the British delivered social and economic devastation where the addiction spread. As a result of these losses, the last dynasty of China was weakened to the point that in 1912, the Manchu dynasty collapsed and a group of political nationalists led by Sun Yat Sen set up a new representative government, but it never attained much power or control. 
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The newly-created Nationalist republic faced problems since there were two rival political parties, the Nationalists and the Communists, which were both struggling for control of the country from the time the last dynasty fell.  A Chinese civil war began before WWII between the communists, led by Mao Zedong, and the Nationalists, led by Chiang Kai-Shek.  When it seemed the communists may loose, Mao led 90,000 of his supporters, the Red Guard, on a 6000 mile march to safety.  Nearly half of them died on the Long March.  By the time World War II broke out, part of China was controlled by the Nationalist Party, and part was under control of the Communists. The Nationalists, in control of the official Chinese government, fought with the Allies against Japan, which had invaded China and many other areas of the Pacific Region. But these Chinese Nationalists, led by Chiang Kai-shek, emerged from the war physically and financially exhausted.  After WWII ended, the civil war continued.  With financial aid from the U.S.S.R., the Chinese Communists, led by Mao Zedong, were able to defeat the Nationalists in the civil war (sometimes called a revolution).  Peasants had supported Mao because they were promised a more equitable land distribution system.     In 1948, Chiang Kai-shek and the Nationalists fled to the island of Taiwan, and Mainland China became communist.
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Due to a poor economy and tremendous inflation after the war, Mao Zedong created many five-year plans to bring China into modern times.  Under Mao Zedong during the 1950s and 1960s, the communists abolished private ownership of farms and created communes—huge cooperative farms where as many as 20,000 people collectively worked at farming.  In 1958 Mao launched the Great Leap Forward, an effort to revolutionize the economy from agrarian to industrial. Mao did this by trying to rapidly create a steel production industry. To do so, he required every labor group or commune to build a small steel foundry. The program ended in failure due to the population’s reluctance to enter communes and because the steel produced was of low quality and quantity.  Additionally, three straight years of poor harvest left many of the people that had joined communes hungry or starving.  Millions died of starvation, and the Leap is now considered a massive failure.  



Mao was trying to promote communism in other ways too.  He started schools on communes and in cities. Here students read from the Thoughts of Chairman Mao, the so-called Little Red Book. How​ever, splits developed within the Communist Party. Some officials opposed Mao’s later efforts to break with the Soviet Union. Others objected to his plans for agricultural and industrial reform. Mao feared that his power might be in danger, and so he launched the (Great Proletarian) Cultural Revolution of 1966.  This was an effort to erase the past and western influence in favor of a communist culture.


To get rid of opposition and secure his power, Mao’s Cultural Revolution shut down schools and universities all over China. He urged some eleven million communist-trained students to join the Red Guards. The Red Guards organized demonstrations in support of Mao. They emphasized the importance of the peasants and workers through attacks on writers, intellectuals, and others they accused of opposing the Communist party. Thousands of professionals were imprisoned or sent to do manual work in the fields or factories.  The Cultural Revolution slowed production, closed schools, hurt the economy and most of all, made foreign nations sever their ties to China. Disorder was rampant throughout the country.  The end result of the revolution was a generation without education and many farms lay unused for years.  Mao ended the Cultural Revolution in 1969, but it dis​rupted Chinese life until his death in 1976.
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CPS Step 1:  Fact Finding
List all of the important details and facts that you glean from the mess.

List at least three questions that you need answered to completely understand the mess.

CPS Step 2:  Problem Finding
Brainstorm the many, varied, and unusual problems that result from the mess.

Create a problem statement.

How might we _________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________?

CPS Step 3:  Idea Finding
Brainstorm the many, varied, and unusual possible solutions to the problem.

How might we _________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________?

Brainstorm the many, varied, and unusual criteria that can be used to evaluate the solutions to the problem.

CPS Step 4:  Solution Finding

	Solutions/Criteria


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


CPS Step 5:  Acceptance Finding

Develop an action plan for implementing your solution.  Be sure to include

· who should be involved

· a timeline

· a way to evaluate the success or appropriateness
