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Culturally Exceptional Summer

Every school year, the social studies teachers at River Trail
Middle School get to nominate one exceptional student from
 each grade level to take a trip to Zimbabwe, Africa.  
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The coolest thing about going to Zimbabwe,
Africa is getting to experience the culture of the 
Shona people in their rural African village.  Most students like seeing the Witchdoctors the best.

For the past 10 years, teachers have brought students to the same village.  This year, Alex Lineback, Lydia Shoemaker, and Sammy Cho have been selected to go on the trip.  Alex is so excited because ever since he was 5 years old, he has read stories about and studied the ancient city of Great Zimbabwe, one of the ancient cities where the Shona tribes lived.  
When Alex, Lydia, and Sammy arrive in Zimbabwe with their teachers, they head to the village school.  The Shona children in this village also value education.  Even though they live in a rural village, they have been attending school everyday.  While in class, they have been studying the culture of Americans ever since the River Trail Middle School students began visiting.  In fact, the village children have been planning their own trip to River Trail.  The only problem is that many of the people in the village, including several of the children have suddenly died.  The village witchdoctor has tried all traditional methods to help the people.  He has even consulted with other witchdoctors from nearby tribes.   

Despite the witchdoctor’s efforts, the people in the village continue to die.  Whatever is happening seems to be affecting everybody including adults, children, men and women.  Alex notices that some of the village people have swollen abdomens while others are so skinny they look like walking skeletons but perhaps that is because he is used to looking at the size of average Americans.  Alex wonders, “Why are all the people in the village dying?”  
Why are the village people dying?

List at least three hypotheses that could explain why the village people are dying:
	1.

2.

3.




Working as a scientist with your Public Health Study Team, select one hypothesis for why the village people are dying.  

	Public Health Study Team Hypothesis




