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Welcome to the Africa Mapping Lab!
Name: ______________________________

Period #: ________

Group Members: _________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  Working with your group, visit all the mapping stations to explore the geography of Africa.  Respond to the questions on this lab sheet as you work.  Each group member must complete their own lab sheet.
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1.) Use the political map to locate the following countries.  Then circle the phrase that BEST describes where they are located on the continent
a. Democratic Republic of the Congo (Zaire)      in the east
in the center
     in the west

b. Egypt




  in the northwest      in the northeast      in the south


c. Kenya




       in the west
in the south
    in the east

[image: image3.wmf]
2.) Use the political map to locate the following countries.  Then circle the phrase that BEST describes where they are on the map relative to the countries around them.

a. Nigeria


      north of Zimbabwe
south of Tunisia
south of Niger





b. South Africa

        south of Africa
     west of Botswana
  west of Mozambique 
c. Sudan


       east of Ethiopia         west of Chad               north of Uganda
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Station 2:  Physical Features
3.)  Use the physical map to locate the following rivers in Africa.  Then tell what large body of water each river flows into.
	River
	Body of Water River Flows Into

	Nile River
	

	Congo River
	

	Niger River
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4.)  Use the physical map to locate the following physical features.  Then circle the phrase that BEST describes where they are located on the continent 
a. Atlas Mountains
       in the south
     in the northwest
     in the northeast
b. Lake Tanganyika    along the western rift valley   in the northeast    along the Mediterranean Sea
c. Lake Victoria        along the Atlantic Ocean     east of the Red Sea     on the Serengeti Plain

d. Kalahari Desert            in the south

     in the east

       in the west
5.)  Use the physical map to complete the following paragraph about northern Africa.


Northern Africa is dominated by a desert called the _______________________.  East of this desert is the world’s longest river.  It is called the ________________.  This river splits into many branches just before it reaches the _____________________ Sea.  Between the branches lies land that has been made fertile from the river’s many floods.  This area is called the ______________________.
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Station 3:  Climate Zones (Sahara, Sahel, savanna, tropical rain forest)

What do you imagine when you hear the word Sahara?  Do you think of blazing heat?  The world’s high temperature record was set there, but the desert air gets cold at night, and frost appears in winter.  Do you imagine a wasteland that never changes?  In fact, the Sahara grows and shrinks as droughts come and go, and it has been a rich grassland within the span of human history. 
6.) In what climate zone is each of the following cities located?

a. Casablanca ___________________

e. Abidjan ___________________

b. Cairo___________________


f. Lagos ___________________

c. Khartoum ___________________


g. Dakar ___________________

d. Addis Ababa ___________________

h. Harare ___________________
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Station 4:  Rainfall
Use the Annual Rainfall map to answer the following questions

Does it rain more along the Equator or along the Tropic of Cancer? _______________________

7.) How many inches of rain does each of the following places get each year?
a. The Sahara ___________________

d. The Ethiopian Highlands _______________
b. The Sahel ___________________


e. The horn of Africa ___________________
c. The Congo Basin _______________

f. The Namib Desert ___________________
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8.) What type of vegetation grows in each of the following regions of Africa ?
a. the Mediterranean coast ___________________

b. the eastern coast of Madagascar ___________________

c. the Kalahari Desert ___________________

9.) What are the two types of savanna?

10.) The savannas are found north, south and _______________ of what region?________________________


Station 6:  Land Use and Cattle
11.) What is the land use of the following places?
a. The majority of Madagascar ___________________ 


b. Lake Victoria ___________________

c. The majority of the Ethiopian Highlands ___________________

12.) What do you see more of, agriculture or pastoralism (which is herding)?

13.) How many cattle per square kilometer do you find in the following regions?


a. The majority of southern Sudan _______________ 


b. Northeastern Nigeria ___________________ 

c. Directly east of Lake Victoria _______________

  Station 7:  Where the People Live

Now you will study where people live.
14. Fill in the table

	Place
	People per Square Mile

	Sahara Desert
	

	Coast of Algeria
	

	Most of the Democratic Republic of the Congo
	

	Along the Nile in Egypt
	

	East and west of Lake Victoria
	

	In southern Nigeria
	

	In eastern Madagascar
	


15. What country within the Sahara has an area of very high population density?  ________________________

16. How can so many people live in this desert region?  __________________________________


17. Complete the following sentence by circling the correct phrases.
The more crowded areas of Africa are:
In the Ethiopian Highlands.

On the horn of Africa


In the western Sahara.

West Africa



Central Africa


Station 8:  Language, Natural Resources, Aids

18. How many language families are spoken in Africa?  __________________________

19. How do you think this situation affects communication? ______________________________
20. What region of Africa has the highest percentage of adults with HIV/AIDS? ________________________
21. What African nation has the highest concentration of minerals? ________________________
22. Which nations have oil? __________________________________________________________________
23. Which region has natural gas? ___________________________________________________
24. Are the mineral resources evenly distributed among African nations? __________________________
25. Why might a continent with such a great wealth of natural resources be so poor overall?

