Africa Geography and Culture Test Study Guide
Name: ___________________________

Period #: _________
The test will be on Monday January 31, 2011.  Answer the following questions on this sheet and you may add separate sheets of paper (outline maps to label, etc.) as needed.  A majority of the material will come from the activities we did in class (you may review these on the website and in SS Notebook pp. 88-111), however use the following textbook pages for reinforcement: pp. 201-204 (Geography of North Africa), 210-211 (Sahara), 221-223 (Climate Zones of Africa), 229-231 (The Sahel Countries), 239-241 (Great Rift Valley), 242-244 (Christianity/Islam, and Swahili), 249(drought), 255-257 (Rain Forest), 258-261(Bantu), 274-275 (Bantu and Swahili), and 288-289(Deforestation).  
1. Map Skills (you should be able to label the following countries and geographic features on a blank map.  Outline maps and full color maps are on my website for you to use.    
Sahara
(Physical Map & Climate Map)
Tropical Rain Forest (Climate Map)

Sahel (Climate Map)



Savanna (Climate Map)

Congo River (Physical Map)                Democratic Republic of the Congo (Zaire) (Political Map)

Niger River (Physical Map)


Egypt (Political Map)

Nile River (Physical Map)


Kenya (Political Map)

Lake Tanganyika (Physical Map)

Nigeria (Political Map)

Lake Victoria (Physical Map)

            South Africa (Political Map)

Atlas Mountains (Physical Map)

Zimbabwe (Political Map)

Kalahari Desert (Physical Map)

Sudan (Political Map)

Great Rift Valley (Physical Map)

Rwanda (Political Map)

2.  Define the following key terms (flashcards are a good idea!):
· Sahel – 

· Desertification – 

· Deforestation – 

· drought – 

· malaria – 

· irrigation – 

· erosion – 

· renewable resources – 

· nonrenewable resources – 

· culture – 

· cultural diffusion – 

· urbanization – 

· migrate – 

· Swahili -  

3. Geography and Climate of Africa: Respond to the following questions in a descriptive and meaningful way.

Name the countries that make up the region of North Africa. (Cultures of Africa Power Point) 

What are the names of the three major rivers in Africa?  Which one is the world’s longest river and which direction does this river flow (north, south, west or east)?
A place that has a tropical climate most likely lies between which two lines of latitude?

Describe the 4 climate zones (Sahara, Sahel, savanna, and tropical rain forest) Use SS Notebook p. 96 to help you, “Climate Zones of West Africa”.
Sahara – 

Sahel - 

Savanna - 

Tropical Rain Forest – 

Describe how nomads make their living in the Sahara Desert.

What are 3 factors that influence the climate in Africa?

1.)

2.)

3.)

Which climate zone is BEST for farming? And why?
4. Environmental Issues of Africa
What is the name of the climate zone where desertification takes place?

What are the 3 main causes of desertification in Africa?

1.)

2.)

3.)

Why are African families cutting down trees?  For what purpose do they use the wood?

How is poor soil related to deforestation in sub-Saharan Africa?

What is the major factor contributing to the destruction of Africa’s rain forests?

What are the two main water issues in Africa?

Which region in Africa does NOT experience water scarcity?

Study all of your Soil and Forest notes from SS Notebook p. 110-111
Review the Lake Chad Power Point presentation on the website
5.  Cultures of Africa
What is the difference between an ethnic group and a religious group?
Trade influenced the culture of East Africa by introducing which religion to the area?

Which cultural group lives in East Africa?

What knowledge did the Bantu introduce to Central and Southern Africa?

Which religion is so important to Northern Africa?

What caused a cultural mix in Northern Africa?

Why does West Africa have a wide variety of cultures?

Why does East Africa have great cultural diversity?

Why is the Swahili language important in East Africa?

What 2 things unify people in Northern Africa?
