Africa Cultures and Religions
A. Ashanti People:  Complete Reading and answer questions from handout packet. Packet is a class set.

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

B. Bantu Speakers: Read 258 – 261. Answer 1 and also describe the religions practiced in Central Africa
1. 

Religions description:

Also read Connecting to History on 160 and answer 1 and 2 from that article.
1.

2.

C. Swahili Culture: Read 242 – 244. Answer 2 -4 on 244
2.
3.

4.

D. Complete the empty Religions column of Graphic Organizer on the back of this paper using what you’ve learned from the reading and questions above.  For the Arabs of North Africa, use what you know about Islam.
Diversity of Religions in African Groups
	
	Where found
	Language spoken
	Religion(s) practiced

	Arabs
	North Africa and the Sahel
	Arabic
	

	Swahili Culture 
	East Africa
	Swahili – combination of Bantu and Arabic
	

	Ashanti People


	Ghana and connected parts of Togo and Ivory Coast
	They speak a Kwa Twi language of the branch of the Niger-Congo language family.
	Although there are Christian and Muslim converts among the Asante, the traditional religion, based on belief in a distant supreme being, a mix of gods and lesser spirits, and the ever-present spirits of ancestors, remains the basis of the Asante conception of the universe. Special people can contact the spirit world and try to influence gods, spirits, ancestors. This traditional religion is known as an indigenous or animist religion.


	Bantu Speakers 
	Central and Southern Africa
	Speakers of the close to 500 distinct Bantu languages. They are spoken by more than 200 million people in a very large area, including most of Africa from southern Cameroon eastward to Kenya and southward to the southernmost tip of the continent. Twelve Bantu languages, including Rundi (Kirundi), Rwanda (Kinyarwanda), Shona, Zulu, and Xhosa, are spoken by more than 5 million people.
	


