Diversity of Religions in African Groups 

	 

  

 
	Where found
	Language spoken
	Religion(s) practiced

	Arabs
	North Africa and the Sahel
	Arabic
	Islam spread to North Africa during the period of the Islamic Empire that spread during the two centuries following Mohammed’s lifetime. The vast majority of North African Arabs are Muslims, but there are pockets of Coptic Christians in Egypt. The Coptic Christians are a very early branch of Christianity.

	Swahili Culture 
	East Africa
	Swahili – combination of Bantu and Arabic
	Because of the long history of trade with the Middle East, most East Africans of the Swahili culture are Islamic, but many Ethiopians are Christians. Ethiopian Christians are also a very early branch of Christianity, as in Egypt.

	Ashanti People
 

  
 
	Ghana and connected parts of Togo and Ivory Coast
	The language of their ethnic group
	 
Although there are Christian and Muslim converts among the Ashanti, the traditional religion, based on belief in a distant supreme being, a mix of gods and lesser spirits, and the ever-present spirits of ancestors, remains the basis of the Ashanti conception of the universe. Special people can contact the spirit world and try to influence gods, spirits, and ancestors. This traditional religion is known as an indigenous or animist religion.
 

	Bantu Speakers 
	Central and Southern Africa
	 Bantu 
languages
	Christian missionaries brought Christianity to these regions of Africa, so there are many Christians, but many people here also practice traditional indigenous or animist religions. Quite a few Central and Southern Africans combine Christianity with their traditional religious beliefs, which fit to them, because both believe in a supreme being.
 


 
